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Claim: 

A process for the preparation of a sweetened edible formulation 
using a sweetening agent which is non-calorific and less susceptible to 
spoilage due to the growth of microorganisms, the process comprising 
the step of mixing a food stuff with an amount sufficient to sweeten said 
food stuff of an L-hexose monosaccharide selected from the group 
consisting of L-glucose, L-allose, L-fructose, L-gulose, L-galactose, 
L-altrose, L-idose, L-talose, L-tagatose and L-psicose as a sweetening 
agent. 

<Summary> (lower left column of p. 352 in Japanese text) 

These novel sweetening agents have no bitter and objectional 
aftertaste, and, further, since they have practically the same physical 
properties and appearance as the normal sugars used as sweetening 
agents, the problem of the use of carriers, and bulking agents to improve 
the appearance of foodstuffs prepared therefrom is negated. 

The ability of the subject L-hexoses to function as sweetening 
agents is unique, in view of reports in the prior art as to their property of 
being non-sweet and having a salty taste. 

Due to the fact that these L-hexose monosaccharides are either 
not metabolized by the body or they are metabolized to such a small 




extent, they will have little or no effect upon the normal body functions. 
Consequently, these new sweetening agents may ideally be used in 
foodstuffs and other edible formulations designed for persons whose 
metabolizable carbohydrate intake must be restricted because of 
conditions such as diabetes mellitus or obesity. 
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